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How to Build a Travel iOS App: Best Practices & 
Features 


The travel industry has undergone a profound change in the last decade, with the rise of 
digitalization & mobile technology. Travelers today expect an intuitive, seamless & personalized 
experience while making their travel plans. Therefore, a travel app not only becomes a 
must-have tool for modern travelers but also a key factor for businesses in the travel sector. 


As an iOS developer, building a travel app can be a powerful way to enhance your portfolio, but 
first, you need to learn the best practices & features that will make your app stand out & shine in 
the App Store. 


In this technical post, we will guide you through the necessary steps to build a successful travel 
app for iOS. We will cover aspects such as data management, user experience design, & 
essential features to include in your app. Become part of this travel journey and join us for the 
first step towards building a world-class travel app. 


Best 4 Practices to Develop a Travel iOS App 
1. UI/UX Design 


The user interface & user experience design (UI/UX design) of the application are the critical 
features of any successful iOS app, especially for a travel app. A great UI/UX design 


guarantees that the users can navigate & interact with the app easily. Here are some tips on 
how to achieve a great UI/UX design for your travel app: 
e Choose a color scheme that reflects the purpose of your app, such as blue for the ocean 
or green for nature. 
Use clear & concise language to guide the user through the app. 
Use visual cues such as icons, images, & videos to make the app more engaging. 
The app should be easy to navigate, with logical menus & clear links. 


2. Mobile App Performance 


Mobile app performance is essential for a smooth user experience. Travel apps need to be fast 
& responsive, as users are often in a rush when planning a trip. Follow these below given tips: 

e Minimize the app load times by decreasing the size of images, videos, & other media. 

e Use caching & improve the app performance. 

e Remove unnecessary features & functionalities that may slow down the app. 

e Utilize cloud services for data storage, so the app doesn't overload the device storage. 


3. Security 


Travel apps deal with sensitive user data, such as credit card information, passport details & 
itinerary. That's why security is a crucial aspect of any travel app. Tips to keep your travel app 
secure are as follows: 
e Encrypt user data sent between the app server & the device using SSL. 
e Implement OAuth, a secure & widely-used protocol that allows users to authenticate 
themselves with third-party services. 
Users' accounts need to be protected via two-factor authentication. 
Keep your app & server software up to date with the modern & latest security patches. 


4. User Analytics & Feedback 


Your travel iOS app must be continuously improved & refined based on user feedback & 
analytics. You can gather user feedback & analytics by following these tips: 

Get feedback on new app features or updates with in-app surveys. 

Track user engagement & behavior through user analytics. 

Review your app in the app store to get user feedback. 

Make your app more efficient, feature-rich, & user-friendly via analytics data. 


Now that we have discussed the best practices, let's go through the must-have features that a 
travel app should have. 


Must-Have Features of a Travel iOS App 


1. Flight & Hotel Booking 


A good travel app should offer users the flexibility to book flights & hotels from the convenience 
of their hand. Integrating with some of the world's largest flight & hotel booking APIs such as 


Expedia, Booking.com, or Orbitz can simplify the booking process & make it more efficient & 
enjoyable for the user. 


A well-designed travel mobile application provides a platform where users can search for flights 
& hotels from multiple sources, compare prices, & book the best deals without having to visit 
various sites. 


This feature alone can be the selling point for a travel app. & that’s why it's an essential 
must-have feature that a reliable mobile app development company should prioritize in their 
projects. With a user-friendly & hassle-free booking platform, travel enthusiasts can now plan 
their trips with ease & convenience. 


2. Navigation & Maps 


When traveling to a new place, navigating your way around an unfamiliar city can be a 
challenging task. However, the solution lies in the availability of navigation & maps on a travel 
app. A good travel iOS app should provide its users with detailed maps marked with popular 
landmarks, tourist destinations, & recommended routes that can aid users in exploring new 
places with ease, while eliminating the possibility of getting lost. 


With the help of a GPS-based navigation system, users can easily receive real-time directions to 
their destination & this makes it an important feature of any travel app. This feature not only 
guarantees the safety of users, but it also enhances the overall experience along with a 
hassle-free & comfortable way of exploring new places. 


3. Itinerary Management 


When planning a trip, it is crucial to have a well-organized itinerary to ensure that every aspect 
of the journey runs smoothly. A must-have feature for any travel iOS app is itinerary 
management, which allows users to plan, edit, & keep track of their flights, hotels, & activities. 
With such a feature, users can efficiently manage their schedules, make adjustments as 
needed, & receive timely notifications for upcoming events. 


This means that they can travel with peace of mind knowing that they are always on top of their 
schedule. In addition, itinerary management enables travelers to maximize their time by 
prioritizing activities & making the most of their trip. Travel apps with this feature are without a 
doubt essential for improving the overall user experience. 


4. Currency Conversion 


Currency exchange often presents the biggest challenge when traveling abroad. The last thing 
you would want is to fall prey to hidden fees & exchange rates. And, this is where a must-have 
feature of a travel iOS app comes in — Currency Conversion. With this feature, users can quickly 
convert their local currency to the destination currency without any hassle. 


But, the app should not just limit its capabilities to just converting currencies. It should also take 
exchange rates & hidden fees into account to give the users the most accurate conversion 
rates. 


Also, a built-in converter ensures that you are not stranded in the middle of an emergency 
without cash. Hence, an iOS app with a currency conversion feature is indispensable for 
frequent travelers. 


5. Local Guides & Recommendations 


When planning their travels, people often rely on insider tips from locals to have a more 
authentic experience. This is where a travel iOS app comes in handy. By providing users with 
local guides & recommendations, the app allows them to discover hidden gems like 
lesser-known restaurants, landmarks, & activities. 


These recommendations can make a significant difference in the user's travel experience, 
making it unforgettable & personal. It's important for a travel app to offer this feature to stand out 
in the crowded marketplace. 


Through understanding the users' needs & preferences, an_iOS app development services 
provider can create an app that satisfies their cravings for a personalized & memorable travel 
experience. 


Bonus Tip: Challenges with Travel iOS app development 


Developing a travel iOS app poses several challenges such as: 


1. Complexity: Travel apps need to have a large number of features to provide a seamless 
experience to users. The complex coding & integration with various APIs & databases makes it 
a Challenging process. 


2. Device Variations: With different iOS devices available in the market, creating an app that 
works seamlessly across all devices can be difficult. 


3. User Experience: An app's user experience plays a significant role in its success. Offering a 
clean & intuitive interface, providing relevant information, & making the app easy to navigate is 
crucial. To achieve this balance & create an immersive & engaging experience, you need to 
think creatively. 


4. Security: Travel apps that require personal information such as passport details, credit card 
information, & flight tickets must prioritize security. Encryption & secure server infrastructure are 
two measures which contribute to data security. 


5. Integration: Integrating with third-party platforms is often a necessity in travel app 
development. Integrating with multiple APIs & software can be a roadblock given their various 
protocols. 


6. Data Management: Travel apps need to handle a vast amount of data, including details 
about flights, bookings, hotels, & itineraries. The app must store & process this data efficiently to 
provide an optimal experience to users. 


7. Testing: Testing is an integral part of the development process. With several devices, 
operating system versions & user behaviors, testing requires detailed attention to detail & 
comprehensive methodologies. 


Winding Up 


Taking all the advice from this article into account, building a travel app on today's market is no 
small feat. Creating an effective travel app requires plenty of research, thoughtfulness, & 
planning if you want to be successful. It’s important not to forget the user interface when 
developing your travel app as this has a major impact on how people will use it daily. 


No matter how complex or ambitious your plans may be, partnering with Zazz simplifies the 
process significantly. With their industry expertise in mobile application development & strong 
portfolio of successful projects, they can bring your dream travel iOS app to life quickly — & 
much more reliably than attempting it on your own. 


